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years in those waters, declared thai OczakufTwas of liule import -mice either to the Turks or the Russians. 1'ill look up this question with alacrity, and on 7ill March wrulc to Auckland fur definite answers in these inquiries. Whether Ihc Turks, if they resumed possession itf Ocx.HkofT, conkl hinder the junction of Russian squadrons .sailing from Khcrsun and Sevastopol. suul thereby hamper the preparations fur im attack on t'onslmilinn|ile? Whether the icteuliim cif OcxiikufT by Russia would mil enable her tn cnminmul the southern exit of Polish commerce., namely, down Liu; River Dnie.Hler to the MlackSeu? Aho, whether Clf/a-kolT could not be, so .strengthened {rumour described it »•* i'» part danolishcd) as tmcr a^ain tu defy a Rnssiun atlack?1
Tn these .scin'c:hinj,; iiiifstiniiN Admiral KiiiKibrrKt'n ntadr I!IK following replies. C)i:/iikoff ditl lint ainunainl the nHraiur l»» the Uinnn, us thai \vas four c'.iniion-sluit wide, and the iwvJtf* able channel wan ncnrer In tin* Kinhnin, or Rn-.tian, hUli* ili.in I" Oc/nkoff. Neither of iltchc placcw wan a port; ami the vabir nf Kher.soii (tin* naval .sliitlun tin the Uniepcr) was inudi ovrr-ralctl. Russia wuukl do well to spend all her cncr^im "ll Sevnslopol ur llnliicluvn, tu which jilncuK shti cuulcl uusily liriit^ all Iht: imvnl siorcn from the Don or Dnieper district. Tlu«^c ports would he the beat sUrliiiK points fur nn nanck on Con-atantliiople, which the Turks, even if manlerit of OcxnkulT, ctiuld In nowise prevent. When he (Kin^shernen) in 1773 preparril a plan for attacking ('nnsiaiuiiiupK- he took little Uuni|;ln nf tin* Turkish ^arrltiun itt Oty.akoll'. tmlerd that luwn must alw.iy^ \w, isol;iU:ti anil iisiiiircruft'XprnHr.i'vcii t»l il,ui(.;i'i, U>(hr I'm It*. 'I be admiral fell unable (u .say whether tlu: (Vsiimi n( (Ji /akulVarul il« district tn Unvjjji would iidvcrM'ly iim-i.l ihr ir.uK- ul 1'uliiiul lu the Black Si;a, >nul In- upined that it wuultl m»t much extend the power and pitpuliiliun of Russia in Ihr south.1
In this last ctiiijci'liirc the mlininl wnt wlmlly wrunj*. We can now ace lhal tlm aopihition by Rutii.i nl the valuable territory ill quejaiuu.mi which now *Jt.uuU lha purl uf Oilesiii, ti|H:ne(t up to her nliini'4 boundless poM-iibilitit^nf tnnirullinn the Peninsula and of %tran^lin^ I'dland. On ihr naval referred to by Pill, IvinKsbc-rnenSt tmiwcr burr the HUmp nl rst-perlcnccaml nuthuriiy. U proved lhal Oc/.ikufrin ithdf wn.i of
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